
Naval Air Station Joint
Reserve Base (NAS JRB)
New Orleans played a small
part of history Feb. 1 when
workers from Lockheed
Martin and NASA ren-
dezvoused on base.

NASA’s newest space
capsule, the Orion, a space-
craft designed to take hu-
mans to Mars arrived from
the Michoud Assembly Fa-
cility in New Orleans as its
first stop on its way to Cape
Canaveral, Fla.

In order to carry Orion
from New Orleans to Cape
Canaveral, NASA recruited
their Super Guppy aircraft.
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Workers from NASA and Lockheed Martin load the Orion Crew Capsule onto a
Super Guppy at NAS JRB New Orleans Feb. 1. Built at the Michoud Assembly
Facility in New Orleans, the Orion was transported to Capt. Canaveral for its
next journey. Photo by MC1 John Hulle

Havana
US battleship Maine blows up in
Havana Harbor.

February 15, 1998 February 3, 1917 Germany
US severs diplomatic relations with
Germany.
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This newspaper is an authorized publication for the
New Orleans area military community. Its contents do not
necessarily reflect the official views of the U.S. Govern-
ment, the Department of Defense, or the U.S. Navy under
exclusive contract with the U.S. Navy and do not imply
endorsement thereof.  

The Currents is published monthly by the Polo Com-
pany, a firm in no way connected with the Department of
Defense or the U.S. Navy, under exclusive contract with
the U.S. Navy.  For information on placing an advertise-
ment, contact Samuel F. Polo, Publisher, The Polo Com-
pany, 359 Fairfield, Gretna, LA 70056, phone (504)
363-9010, FAX (504) 366-4826.

The next issue of The Currents will be published on
Friday, April 1, 2016.  Questions concerning content for
publication are heartily encouraged and must be received
at the Public Affairs Office, Naval Air Station, Joint Re-
serve Base (NAS JRB), 400 Russell Ave., New Orleans,
LA, 70143-5012, phone (504) 678-3260, by close of busi-
ness on Friday, March 25, 2016.

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsements by the Department of Defense, the Navy, NAS
JRB, or The Polo Company of the products and services
advertised. Everything advertised in this newspaper shall
be made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age,
marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
If a violation or rejection of this equal opportunity policy
by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher shall refuse to
print advertising from that source until the violation is cor-
rected.
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From the Flightline

As commanding officer of NAS JRB
New Orleans it is my responsibility to
advocate on behalf of service members,
both accompanied and unaccompanied,
for safe housing. It does not matter if
you live in housing on base or rent a
home in the community. If health and
safety issues arise between a service
member and their landlord, there are
mechanisms in place to assist service
members and their families. I am dedi-
cated to being your advocate in ensur-
ing your health and safety needs are
met.

Fortunately, I have tremendous assis-
tance in this responsibility through our
Navy Housing Office. If you have re-
ported any health and safety housing
concerns that have not been addressed
by your landlord to your satisfaction,
the NAS JRB New Orleans Navy
Housing Service Center can advocate
for you upon request. If you have ques-
tions or concerns, please communicate
with the Navy Housing Service Center
at 504-678-3280 or email NewOr-
leans_housing@navy.mil.

Communication is vital during a cri-
sis. The delivery and receipt of accu-
rate, often instructional, information
before, during and after an emergency
of any sort provides a compass when
direction is most needed. On page one
of this issue you will note the At Hoc
information. At Hoc is an emergency
communications system used to pro-
vide critical and time-sensitive infor-
mation. It is the primary alert system

NAS JRB New Orleans Emergency
Management uses to inform our per-
sonnel of pending severe weather, ac-
tive shooters and any other crisis on or
near the installation. Base residents and
personnel who are not on the NMCI
computer system may also receive
alerts by registering with the emer-
gency management office. I highly en-
courage At Hoc registration for all who
live and work aboard the base. We will
also continue to use Facebook (NAS
JRB NEW ORLEANS) to get the word
out on all matters affecting the base as
well as the installation’s Twitter feed
(@NASJRBNOLA)  –  take a look
(and give a Like) or be a follower!

In closing I would like you to think
about this: today’s military requires
men and women who are highly
trained, highly motivated, and coura-
geous - those who are willing and ca-
pable of meeting any challenge – and
families willing to support them.  For-
tunately for our nation, that’s exactly
who you are.  I thank you for your serv-
ice and support!

By Capt. Mark Sucato 
NAS JRB Commanding Officer

WWW.ROTOLOS.COM

102 Woodland Hwy.    |    Belle Chasse, LA 70037    |    504.433.7100

MILITARY DISCOUNT
10% OFF  with a valid

        Military ID

Visit our website 
for more

weekly specials!

Cannot be combined with any other coupon, discount, or special. Limit one coupon
per customer per visit. Valid at the Belle Chasse, LA location only.

569 Behrman Hwy, Terrytown La 70056

Between Carol Sue Ave & Holmes Blvd

Mon-Sat 8-6 Sunday 9-4

WE APPRECIATE OUR MILITARY!

Thrifty Tuesdays

$10 0FF

ANY Oil Change

Washin’ Wednesdays

$2 0FF

ANY Car Wash

Cannot be combined with any other offers or coupons.

Computer Slow??
Stop The Pop-Ups!!   Get a Tune-up!!!

Let Tri-Tech professionally remove all viruses and pop-ups 

from your computer and install a professional, commercial-grade 

anit-virus program that will keep your computer clean and safe.

Tri-Tech Computer Services, Inc.
Computer Sales-Service, IT and Networking Specialist Est. 1984

1612 Barataria Blvd. Marrero, La.  70072 • 504-348-3507
Larry W. Brothers, Proprietor • Lwb@tri-techcomputers.com

Tune-up....................................$95.00

Anti-Virus software (1 YR).....$45.00
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As part of exercise Solid Curtain-
Citadel Shield (SC-CS16), the Naval
Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NAS
JRB) New Orleans installation train-
ing team (ITT) and security depart-
ment recently conducted an active
shooter drill.

The drill was one of many per-
formed during the two-week exercise
including vehicle-borne improvised
explosive devices, elevated force pro-
tection conditions, emergency opera-
tion center (EOC) activation and
various security centered scenarios.
Exercise SC-CS16 was not in response
to any specific threat, but is an annu-
ally scheduled exercise. The exercise
consisted of roughly 130 simultaneous
field training exercise attacks across
the country, each designed to test dif-
ferent regional Anti-Terrorism Force
Protection (ATFP) operations.

The United States Department of
Homeland Security defines the active
shooter as an individual actively en-
gaged in killing or attempting to kill
people in a confined and populated
area; in most cases, active shooters use
firearms(s) and there is no pattern or
method to their selection of victims.

During the scenario on base, a dis-
gruntled Sailor storms out of the build-
ing after an argument with his
supervisor. Unfortunately for his co-
workers, the Sailor returns with a
handgun and begins a shooting ram-
page that ends with several killed and
wounded, and the gunman barricaded
in an office.

“I was at my computer and I was
shot (simulated) without warning,”
said Yeoman Seaman Apprentice Nick
Osegard, assigned to NAS JRB New
Orleans. “It all happened so fast I was-
n’t even able to react.”

While members from the internal
training team monitored the situation
for safety and evaluation, naval secu-
rity personal responded. After quickly
clearing the building, the (simulated)
gunman was found and detained.
Emergency medical technicians then
arrived on scene to treat the wounded
while leadership accessed the situa-
tion.

Department of the Navy personal
are required to take an annual online
active shooter training course. How-
ever, hands-on training for scenarios
like this are paramount said Chief
Master at Arms Ronald Norris, NAS
JRB New Orleans anti-terrorism offi-
cer. 

“The exercise evaluates a multitude

of things including the installation’s
instructions and procedure and the
personnel’s ability to run, hide or
fight. This is real world testing instead
of just doing it on paper,” Norris said.

After the training, Osegard agreed.
“Next time we do one I will be more
prepared,” he said.

According to the FBI there were 160
active shooter incidents between 2000
and 2013 which resulted in 1,043 ca-
sualties, including killed and
wounded.

The ITT evaluated naval security
forces, fire department and emergency
responders, and the installation’s  abil-
ity to respond to a threat through com-
mand and control, and activation of
the EOC.

“I feel we did pretty well.  We were
able identify where we did well and
where we can focus on more training.
The training team did an outstanding
job under the direction Cmdr. Carina
Maloney, the base executive officer
and the ITT leader, Tams Mullins,”
said Norris. “However, training is
never complete. We are going to con-
tinue to train and get better.”

A major part of SC-CS each year is
communication and the installation’s
ability get alerts to the workforce and
residents. Personnel within the NAS
JRB New Orleans area are encouraged
to sign up for the AtHoc alert network
and follow the “If you see something,
say something” rule if witnessing any
suspicious activity.

Active Shooter Scenario Puts Security to the Test

MA2 Tyler Higgs, left, and MA3 Anthony Bruscino search offices in the base administration building during
an active shooter drill as part of Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield (SC-CS16) at NAS JRB New Orleans.  The drill
was one of many training scenarios held during the two-week long exercise. Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield is
an annual exercise that assesses the readiness of Navy security personnel to respond to threats located on
naval installations and individual units.  

Photo by MC1 John Hulle

By Mass Communication Specialist
1st Class John Hulle
The Currents’ Staff
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New patients welcome

Invisalign braces
Emergencies seen same day

8951 Hwy 23 • Belle Chasse, La 70037

(504) 394-6200 • Fax (504) 394-6290
www.drguey.com

NEW ORLEANS – A new exhibit
commemorating the 25th anniversary
of Operation Desert Storm, “Boots in
the Sand - The Louisiana National
Guard’s Role in the Liberation of
Kuwait, 1990-91” opened last month at
the Louisiana National Guard Museum
at Jackson Barracks in New Orleans. 

“We’re excited to be able to mark this
historic anniversary with a new exhibit
to celebrate the contribution of our Sol-
diers and Airmen,” said Capt. Heather
Englehart, director of the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard Museum at Jackson Bar-
racks.

Englehart explained the youngest
members of the Guard had not been
born yet when the United States and its
allies conducted Operation Desert
Storm. She said it was very possible
that some of these new Guardsmen may
be standing in the ranks next to veter-
ans from Desert Storm and not even re-
alize it. 

“The goal of this exhibit is not just to
educate the public about our role,” said
Englehart. “Sharing our history with the
younger generation of Louisiana’s citi-
zen-Soldiers and Airmen is an impor-
tant part of the museum’s mission.”

In August of 1990 the Iraqi Army in-
vaded and occupied neighboring
Kuwait. The United Nations immedi-
ately condemned the invasion and de-
manded withdrawal. Seeking to arrest
the aggression of Saddam Hussein and
protect U.S. allies in the region, U.S.
President George H.W. Bush initiated
“Operation: Desert Shield” to build up
U.S. troops and resources in the Persian

Gulf. On Jan. 17, 1991, Operation
Desert Storm commenced after Iraq re-
fused to remove their troops from
Kuwait as the United Nations Security
Council demanded. 

The exhibit will feature equipment,
weapons and uniforms used by
Louisiana Guardsmen, as well as cap-
tured Iraqi weapons and equipment
from small arms to vehicles. Pictures
taken by Guardsmen during the de-
ployment will also be displayed.

“One of the more interesting artifact
displays includes captured enemy
weaponry,” said Rhett Breerwood,
LANG historian. “After the LANG’s
159th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital
was told that their area was clear of
enemy combatants, nine Iraqi soldiers
approached with hands in the air to sur-
render. It is very unusual for a MASH
unit to capture POWs.”

The 159th MASH was the first and
most forward hospital operating during
the active phase of the conflict. After
the cease-fire, it was the only treatment
facility with surgical capability in sup-
port of all ground troops in Iraq and
Kuwait. More than 300 patients were
treated during this deployment, includ-
ing many Iraqis. 

The exhibit includes AK-47s, a PK
light machine gun, an M2 mortar and a
rocket propelled grenade launcher cap-
tured by the 159th. The unit also cap-
tured an Iraqi armored personnel
carrier, which is on display outside the
museum, along with Iraqi anti-aircraft
guns, a bulldozer used by the 527th En-
gineers in Iraq and an F-15 used by the
159th Fighter Wing to enforce the no-
fly zones.

The Louisiana units activated include
the 256th Infantry Brigade (Mecha-
nized) headquartered out of Lafayette,

the 527th Engineer Battalion from
Bossier City, now Ruston, and the
159th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital
from New Orleans. Smaller units such
as Jonesville’s 1083rd Transportation
Company, Jena’s 1086th Transportation
Company, Vidalia’s 1087th Transporta-
tion Company, Pineville’s 1090th
Transportation Company and the 39th
Military Police Company, and New Or-
leans 812th Medical Company (now F
Company, 2nd Battalion, 135th Avia-
tion Regiment) and 3673rd Mainte-
nance Company also deployed. The
256th Inf. Brig., was mobilized to Fort
Hood to augment the 5th Infantry Divi-

sion, but the war ended before they de-
ployed. Units from the 159th Fighter
Wing were deployed throughout the
following decade to enforce No-Fly
Zones over Iraq.

The Louisiana National Guard Mu-
seum at Jackson Barracks is now open
extended hours Monday - Saturday
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., 6400 St.
Claude Avenue Stop 702, Building
4209, Area C, New Orleans, La. For ad-
ditional information, or if schools
would like to schedule a field trip or
learn about other educational opportu-
nities offered at the museum, please call
Rhett Breerwood (504) 278-8482.

Desert Storm Exhibit to Open at Jackson Barracks Museum
LANG Exhibit Marks 25th Anniversary of Operation

By Spc. Joshua Barnett
Louisiana National Guard

Public Affairs Office

Iraqi weapons and other items
captured by the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard’s 159 Mobile Army
Surgical Hospital are displayed in
the LANG Museum at Jackson
Barracks in New Orleans as part
of a new, “Boots in the Sand - The
Louisiana National Guard’s Role in
the Liberation of Kuwait, 1990-
91,” which opened Feb. 29. 

A display at the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard Museum at Jackson
Barracks in New Orleans high-
lights local support of Guardsmen
deployed to Iraq during Operation
Desert Storm.

Air National Guard photos by 
Master Sgt. Toby Valadie

A Louisiana Air National Guard F-
15 used to enforce no-fly zones
over Iraq is displayed at the
Louisiana National Guard Museum
at Jackson Barracks in New Or-
leans, as part of the exhibit high-
lighting the LANG’s role during
Operations Desert Shield/Storm. 
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NAS JRB Celebrates Mardi Gras 2016 With Krewe of Plaquedilla Parade 

Beads and bags of popcorn fly through the air as the
scouts from Cub Scout Pack 454 pass along the parade
route. 

The color guard from NAS JRB New Orleans leads the
Krewe of Plaquedilla parade. 

Donned in space helmets, Jaclyn Caside, left, and
Heather Price from the NAS JRB Credit Union, toss
goodies from their space ship-themed trailer during the
parade. 

From left, Erin Huggins, Alison Gant and Deidra Mejia from the Fleet and
Family Support Center at NAS JRB New Orleans join in the fun during the
Plaquedilla Parade. 

Alice Farris and young ladies from the Girls on the Run organization walk
the parade route during the Plaquedilla parade.  

IST2 Jason Dunn from Navy Recruiting District New Orleans and a mem-
ber of the Green Knights Military Motorcycle Club, tosses beads to a young
parade goer. 

Patrician Military Housing (PMH) members toss beads from their Walking
Dead-themed cart. The PMH group, winners of the Best Overall category, con-
sisted of gruesomely decorated golf carts. 

VR-54 revelers toss beads from their Spaceship Winnebago- Eagle 5. The VR-
54 won the category of Best Decorated Float for the 2016 parade. 

Members from Coast Guard Air Station New Orleans ride alongside their HH-
65 helicopter float entry in the Plaquedilla parade.  

Led by the Naval Air Station
Joint Reserve Base (NAS JRB)
Color Guard, the Krewe of
Plaquedilla weaved its way
through the streets of NAS
JRB New Orleans, Tuesday,
Feb. 2 with more than 20
groups and 300 people march-
ing, riding and tossing beads
and goodies. 

Each year, NAS JRB New
Orleans hosts the Plaquedilla
Parade, allowing tenant com-
mands, Belle Chasse Academy
students and military affiliates
an opportunity to build their
own floats or organize groups
that may participate in such an
event. This year’s theme was
Out of This World – Science,
Space and SciFi. As part of the
tradition, judges select their fa-
vorite groups, that when tallied
up, determine the winners of
the best costume, best deco-
rated float/vehicles and best
overall. This year, the judging
panel awarded plaques to the
following: 

Best Costume – Belle
Chasse Academy Junior Var-
sity Cheerleaders

Best Decorated Float – Fleet
Logistics Support (VR) 54

Best Overall – Patrician Mil-
itary Office.

After the parade the Morale,
Welfare and Recreation depart-
ment treated everyone to
music, food and fun at Boon-
doggles, the all-hands club on
base. The 2016 Plaquedilla Pa-
rade was an exciting family
event.  The participation of all
those who took part in the pag-
eant is, like always, the key to
its success.

Photos by MC1 John Hulle
and Tammy Prine 

By Tammy Prine
The Currents’ Staff

Junior Varsity cheerleaders from Belle Chasse Academy on board NAS JRB New Or-
leans cheer their way through the Krewe of Plaquedilla parade on base, Feb. 2. The
group earned the award for best costumes. 

A member of Brownie Troop 40986 prepares to toss
beads to the crowd.
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Ellenor Simmons, center, Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) man-
ager for the New Orleans area, accepts a check from Katie Wilson,
Navy Exchange (NEX) general manager, for CFC donations accepted
at the NEX during the campaign. The NEX accepted donations from
patrons and employees and who were given tickets (coupons) as
thanks that could be used during for a future purchase at the NEX.
The donations which totaled more than $2600, were added with the
base’s CFC contributrions. 
From left are Lt. Col. Melvin Ferdinand, CFC loan executive for the
military; Yolanda Roland, NEX associate; and David Lewis, NEX
hardlines divisional manager.  Roland collected and passed out more
than 50 percent of the tickets. 

Photo by Tammy Prine

Command Master Chief Chad Helms, NAS JRB command master
chief, speaks to members of the Louisiana Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve (ESGR), Feb. 13, during the group’s annual plan-
ning meeting in New Orleans. As part of the meeting, representa-
tives from each service branch were invited to address the group
with updates on command missions, deployments and manning.
The ESGR, a Department of Defense office, was established in 1972
and is comprised of dedicated and trained volunteers and staff who
develop and promote employer support for Guard and Reserve
service by advocating relevant initiatives, recognizing outstanding
support, increasing awareness of applicable laws, and resolving con-
flict between employers and service members. 

Photo by Tammy Prine
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BELLE CHASSE ACADEMY

Belle Chasse Academy Meetings Notices
Board of Directors

 

 

Please check the BCA web site for
Board of Directors Committees Meetings and 
PTO Meeting

For information & updates: www.bellechasseacademy.com
Located Aboard 

Naval Air 
Station-JRB, 
New Orleans

P.O. Box 25 • 100 Fifth Avenue • Naval Air Station-JRB • New Orleans, LA  70143-5999
504-433-5850 • Fax 504-433-5590 • www.bellechasseacademy.com

 

      

 

April Meeting -

March Meeting -

4 April 2016  • 7 p.m. at BCA

7 March 2016 • 7 p.m. at BCA

Spring came early this year
complete with the fresh grass re-
plenishing, the song birds wak-
ing us up in the morning and the
hawks more boldly searching for
prey coming out of hiding.  But
what else does Spring bring?
Spring moves us from the Sea-
son of Mardi Gras and enjoy-
ment to the Season of Lent and
contemplation of the direction of
our lives. When you reflect on
that, what do you see? Does that

reflection bring hope? Or does it
bring disappointment about so
many things you would like to
have happened differently in
your life or your family’s life.

Spring brings Easter, which for
many around the world is the ul-
timate story of new beginnings.
What does Easter mean to you?
We all celebrate Easter with eggs
and bunnies and green grass.

Don’t forget about fresh choco-
late. This is certainly an accurate,
yet incomplete picture of the new
life that comes with the season.
For me, the Easter story we cele-
brate later this month is a time of
hope and new birth. Easter brings
a season of redemption from a
period of darkness and looking
for satisfaction in all the wrong
places, followed by a season of
repentance, which is culminated
in that new life. The biblical book
of Hebrews, Chapter 13, Verse 5
indicates we can have genuine
heart-full contentment, because
“he will never leave us, nor for-

sake us.”  
Easter brings me to a time of

remembrance of who I am ac-
cording to the Creator. I believe
God gives hope. Hope offers a
safe place to invest both here on
earth and for life hereafter. Hope
offers that tomorrow will be a
better day than our yesterday.
Hope offers assurance that we
can overcome life’s challenges,
no matter how big or small.
How easy it is for us in the midst
of pressures, tragedies, difficult
relationships, increased job re-
sponsibilities, and more, to forget
who we are, to forget why we are

here, to forget our heritage—
both here in the Navy and in re-
gards to our relationship with our
God.

Hope offers us the opportunity
to look up towards the eternal
purpose of God. Easter is the
Season of Hope. Hope brings
Joy—internally and outwardly.
Please remember, as your NAS
JRB Religious Ministry Team,
we stand by to assist you in find-
ing hope in an often hopeless
world.

Joyfully,
Chaps

What Does Season of Hope Mean to You?
By Lt. Cmdr. Shawn Tupin

NAS JRB Chaplain

The Morale, Welfare, and
Recreation (MWR) department
at Naval Air Station Joint Reserve
Base (NAS JRB) New Orleans
has some big changes for the Lib-
erty Center in the near future.

The Liberty Center provides a
place for single service members
E-1 to E-6 to use free computers,

Internet, video game systems,
watch television and movies, read
a book and play various musical
instruments provided in the
music room.

Unfortunately, despite the hard
work put in to the center, it was
underutilized.

“I have been in there twice. Not
that many people go there. It
seems like anytime I go to the
Liberty Center there are only a
few people around,” said Person-
nel Specialist 3rd Class William

Martindale, assigned to Navy
Operational Support Center New
Orleans.

Martindale said while attend-
ing “A” school in Meridian,
Miss., many Sailors used the Lib-
erty Center to watch movies and
play video games. However, after
arriving at here, most of his peers
have purchased televisions and
gaming systems to use in their
room and don’t frequent the Lib-
erty Center as often.

To better use the space, MWR

is planning on converting the cen-
ter into a family type establish-
ment similar to Dave and
Buster’s said Mance Tutt, NAS
JRB New Orleans MWR. The
new Family Recreation Center
will feature many of the same
amenities of the Liberty Center,
but will also have arcade style
games and a pizza restaurant. The
center will also not be restricted
to only single, junior service
members.

Tutt said he hopes the new cen-

ter will be operational in four
months and MWR plans on con-
ducting a base wide contest to de-
termine the name.

“I would agree with the deci-
sion if it’s not being used to its full
potential,” said Martindale. He
also said since he lives on base in
the barracks, he’s especially ex-
cited for an added food venue on
base. “The only place we have to
eat on base, besides the galley, is
the diner and subway, which have
limited hours,” Martindale said. 

Liberty Center Soon to be Family Recreation Center
By Mass Communication 

Specialist 1st Class John Hulle
The Currents’ Staff

The Super Guppy has a cargo area that
is 25 feet tall, 25 feet wide and 111
feet long. The jumbo plane can carry
more than 26 tons worth of cargo
and is often used by NASA to ferry
large components around the country
that would take too long to ship by
land or sea.

“We provided ground support
equipment for the aircraft,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Stephen Simmons, NAS JRB
New Orleans assistant operations of-
ficer.

“There are some unique proclivities
needed for the guppy. With the air-
craft’s hinged nose, which can open at
an angle of 110 degrees and allowing
for the loading of large equipment,
this unique plane has many special
considerations,” he said. “One is the
direction and speed of the wind while
the plane is being loaded. With a large
nose that opens on a hinge, strong
winds have been known to damage the
plane. However, NAS JRB New Or-
leans’ airfield was able to accommo-
date the needs of the air crew.”

The Super Guppy’s history dates
back to the Apollo program. It was
used in the 1960’s to carry parts of

the Saturn V rocket from California to
Florida. The other option NASA had
was to ship rocket stages through the
Panama Canal, which would often
take weeks or months longer.

“It’s a one of a kind aircraft,” said
Simmons, a naval aviator with nearly
1,000 hours of flying the C-130. “It
has components from multiple aircraft
and a myriad of specially built parts.”

The Orion will carry four astronauts
and launch on top of NASA’s rocket-
in-the-making, the Space Launch Sys-
tem (SLS). According to NASA, the
rockets, once complete, will be the
biggest and most powerful rocket in
the world and will be capable of send-
ing humans to Mars.

The Orion will fly on top of the SLS
for a first un-crewed test flight in
2018. The flight, dubbed Exploration
Mission-1, is meant to enable NASA
to test the spacecraft’s ability to ac-
complish future missions into deep
space.

According to NASA’s mandate,
Orion’s first crewed mission will take
place in 2023. NASA hopes to use the
spacecraft to send humans to Mars by
the mid-2030’s.

NASA: continued form Page 1
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CHURCHES    CHURCHES    CHURCHES    CHURCHES

CHURCHES    CHURCHES    CHURCHES    CHURCHES

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 

and Preschool

3643 Aurora Drive Algiers

504-394-2408

Saturday Mass: 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mornings: 8:00 a.m. Rite 1 and 10:30 a.m. Rite II

Email: Stphilipsno@msn.com

http://www/stphilipsno.org/

St. Stephen
Lutheran 
Church

St. Stephen
Lutheran 
Church

6336 Berkley Drive • New Orleans, LA  70131

504-394-4956
office hours M-T 10-3 • Pastor Mark Hayman

St. Stephen
Lutheran 
Church

Sunday Services
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Imagine a next-generation
virtual reality software pro-
gram that will help steer Navy
ships on the right course.

One Naval officer was not
only able to imagine it, but he
also invented a virtual reality
navigation prototype.

Lt. Brendan Geoghegan is
the first Sailor from U.S. 7th
Fleet to win the 2015 Secre-
tary of the Navy (SECNAV)
Innovation Award.

Geoghegan won first place
in the Innovation Scholar
(Professional Military Educa-
tion) Category for his entry,
“Navigational Heads-Up Dis-
play: Will a Shipboard Aug-
mented Electronic Navigation
System Sink or Swim?”

As part of his thesis during
his tour at Naval Postgraduate
School’s (NPS) Computer
Science Program in Mon-
terey, Calif., Geoghegan built
a next-generation virtual real-
ity software program, a 20-

minute video game in which
players or test subjects can
immerse themselves as a con-
ning officer on the bridge of a
Navy ship and drive the ship
out of port.

Geoghegan designed the
virtual reality simulation to
work with a brand new com-
mercial headset called Oculus
Rift.

His innovation was not only
efficient but the tools he used
for his project were inexpen-
sive.

“There are numerous vir-
tual reality headsets that are
being released in the com-
mercial sector this year at
price-points well under
$1,000, which has never been
done before,” said Geoghe-
gan. “I did it within one year
by myself for under $1,000.”
Geoghegan said he used his
own funds to purchase the
Oculus Rift, which the school
later reimbursed.

“The real lasting impact of
this research is that with very
few resources (financial, skill

set, and time) I was able to
test an entirely new opera-
tional concept in the safety of
virtual reality, benefiting
from repeatable conditions
and negligible risk to the sub-
jects,” said Geoghegan.

Participants of Geoghe-
gan’s project tested the waters
on his software program to
see if the players were able to
steer the ship’s course as ac-
curate as possible.

Based on Geoghegan’s ex-
periments, there was a 50 per-
cent increase on steering a
ship on course.

“The software I built was
only intended as a showcase
and lab test to prove this tech-
nology could help if the Navy
went out and implemented
it,” said Geoghegan. “I am a
firm believer that virtual and
augmented reality technolo-
gies will begin showing up in
our daily lives.”

Geoghegan believes if the
Navy adopts his innovation, it
will help the next-generation
of navigators “do their jobs

better.”
“I realize that it will be

many years before our con-
ning officers begin donning
headsets that aid them in their
duties,” Geoghegan said.

“Just as 3D printing is dras-

tically changing the way we
can maintain supply chains,
economical virtual reality is
going to be a game changer in
the way we test new warfare
ideas, train sailors, and
maybe even fight wars.”

7th Fleet Sailor Steers Navy Toward Virtual Reality
Navy News Service

Lt. Michael Depremio and his son Owen, talk
with Jeff Murphy, driver of Monster Truck Fatal
Attraction, at the Navy Exchange at NAS JRB
New Orleans, Feb. 18. Murphy and his truck
were in town to perform at the Monster Jam in
the Mercedes Benz Superdome.  

Photo by MC2 Edward Guttierrez

NPS computer science graduate Lt. Brendan Geoghegan
demonstrates the Oculus Rift Virtual Reality (VR) head-
mounted display he used as a tool to determine the vi-
ability of a novel operational view of the bridge onboard
U.S. Navy warships. Geoghegan’s efforts during his time
as a student were awarded the top prize in the SECNAV
Innovation Awards in the Innovation Scholar (Profes-
sional Military Education) Category. 

Navy courtesy photo 
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2016
Westwego Farmer’s Market

FRIDAY – MARCH 4th Concert – AARON FORET

FRIDAY – APRIL 8th Concert – DAROCKITS

SATURDAY – MAY 14th  _  Crawfish Cook-off

FRIDAY- MAY 20TH Concert – FAITH IN THE MUSIC

FRIDAY- JUNE 17th Concert – WAYLON THIBODEAUX

FRIDAY – JULY 1ST Concert/Fireworks – BRAD SAPIA 

FRIDAY – AUGUST 26th Concert – DANNY ALEXANDER

FRIDAY – SEPTEMBER 9th Concert – AARON FORET

FRIDAY – OCTOBER 14th Concert – NIGHT TRAIN

WEGO FEST – NOVEMBER 12TH , 13, -  TBA

SATURDAY – DECEMBER 31st New Years Eve Bash / Fireworks 
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